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CD 1.6, September 1999


2.
99-0106 - Runtime conformance checking requires access to the external repository (Schricker)

PROPOSED REVISION:

Limit checking of INVOKE on a universal object reference to method existence and number of parameters

JUSTIFICATION:

99-0106 stated:

There are two instances where the draft requires runtime conformance checking.  These are: 

· method invocation with a universal object reference, and

· an object-modifier.

One cannot assume that the external repository is available at runtime to the supply information about a class that is needed for conformance checking.  The compilation of a class may have been done on a different system from the one on which the code will be executed.  A class may have been developed by an Independent Software Vendor and purchased in object format.

In order to do runtime conformance checking without access to an external repository, the repository-type information must be included in the object module.  Is this what J4 intends?  Will the object code size and speed be such that use of object COBOL will be avoided because of this requirement of the standard?

J4 discussed 99-0106 at meeting 218.  There was consensus to limit runtime checking for an INVOKE on a universal object reference to method existence and number of parameters.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

 AUTONUM 
Page 467, 14.10.22.3, INVOKE statement, general rule 7c, first sentence, change in part to read:

"...and the rules for the number of arguments and the presence of a returning item specified in 14.9, Conformance for parameters...

 AUTONUM 
Page 467, 14.10.22.3, INVOKE statement, general rule 7c, add the following note:

"NOTE — The other rules in 14.9, Conformance for parameters and returning items, are not checked for a universal object reference."

 AUTONUM 
Page 764, C.18.2.3, Object references, third paragraph, delete the last sentence.

